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The Associated Difference:

The Race & Special Events Insurance Program



IT IS NOT AS EASY AS PICKING UP THE PHONE
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Putting together an insurance plan to protect 
your event?

• Where is the event going to be held, closed course or local streets?

• How many participants do you expect?

• Time of day
o Early Morning

o Late at night

• Other Activities going on during or after the race?

• Activities for children-blow up obstacle course?

• Vendors selling products

• Liquor be sold or handed out



Whether this is your first event or your 10th 
event, the planning is the same

• Go through a Risk Assessment.
• How do you handle crowd management?

• Before, during, and after the event

• What do you perceive as a threat and vulnerabilities to your event?

• Identify & build a relationship with your event stakeholders
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Who are your event stakeholders?

• Sponsoring organization

• Local Police and Fire Departments

• Doctors, Hospitals, Emergency Medical Personnel

• Financial Sponsors

• Your Runners

• The Community



Do you have an Emergency Action Plan?
It’s all about communication

Communicate with volunteers on the race route
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Communicate

Communicate with volunteers on the race route

With runners during the race

Spectators before, during and after the 
race



Now that we have the basics, pick up the 
phone and talk to your insurance broker

• Not the person who insures your house, but the person who insures 
your business or organization.

• Someone who has the experience, and understands what is going on, 
and can work with you to develop protocols and procedures.



IT’S TIME TO TALK ABOUT THE POLICIES—FINALLY
WHAT QUESTIONS DO YOU HAVE IN PURCHASING YOUR 

POLICIES?

What do I need to meet the 
requirements?

How much liability insurance 
should I carry?

Do I need property insurance?

Workers Compensation: “But I 
don’t have any employees”



IT’S TIME TO TALK ABOUT THE POLICIES—FINALLY
WHAT QUESTIONS DO YOU HAVE IN PURCHASING YOUR 

POLICIES?

• What do I need to meet the 
requirements?

• How much liability insurance 
should I carry?

• Do I need property insurance?

• Workers Compensation: “But I 
don’t have any employees”

• Usually $1,000,000

• At least the minimum, but maybe 
more depending on the event or 
stake holder requirements

• Yes, if you own or are leasing 
property.

• Yes, you need Work Comp even if 
you are using independent 
contractors.



What else Do I need?

• Umbrella or Excess Liability

• Coverage for Motor Vehicles 
incl. Golf Carts

• Directors and Officers Liability 
including Employment practices 
liability

• Fidelity Bond

• Professional Liability (race 
Organizers)

• Event Cancellation

• Volunteer Medical Professional 
(including your medical 
Director)



Last but not certainly not least

Ask for and require a certificate of insurance from 
every supplier and vendor.  If they don’t have 
coverage or refuse to provide one, don’t do 

business with them.



What does a Certificate of Insurance
look like?



Remember, it’s not how you start but how you 
finish…


